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Visit to explore the new Ordsall Chord Railway, Manchester and Salford  

 

 The Ordsall Chord opened to traffic on 10 December 2017. It provides the first ‘heavy’ rail 

direct connection between Manchester’s Piccadilly and Victoria stations. It is the latest, perhaps last, 

development of the railway system of central Manchester and Salford which began with the opening 

of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway in 1830.  

 It is intended to provide access to routes south of Manchester, including to Manchester 

Airport, from stations north and north east of Manchester which, until now, have not had direct 

connections. It is also expected to relieve congestion at Piccadilly station by re-routing some 

services to the north east via Victoria and Ashton and to increase overall capacity in the area. The 

cost was estimated at £85 million.  

  The initial service along the Ordsall Chord has been provided by extending some Leeds to 

Victoria via Rochdale trains to Oxford Road. The stated future intention is to extend services to 

Manchester Airport, provide an hourly service from Victoria to Manchester Airport and increase the 

frequency of trains from Rochdale from the current four to six an hour. Trains to Leeds and the north 

east which have been using Piccadilly will be rerouted over the Ordsall Chord and travel via Ashton 

to Stalybridge once electrification of that route is completed in order to give reduced travel times.  

 

Itinerary 

 

  From Deansgate station it is intended to travel by train to Victoria over the new route and 

then travel from Victoria to Salford Crescent and back to Deansgate. This will enable us to obtain 

good view of the new bridge and to travel on the new additional lines built as part of the project. 

The trains to be used will be, subject to changes on the day, as follows: 

   

  Deansgate dep: 10:40 

  Victoria arr:  10:44 

  Victoria dep: 11:02 

  Salford Crescent arr: 11:05 

  Salford Crescent dep: 11:09 

  Deansgate arr: 11:12 

  

 For the best view of the new bridge over the river Irwell and adjacent roads it is 

recommended that seats on the left of the train be taken on the second and third of these journeys. 

 Following the return to Deansgate station the walk will commence. Initially we will walk to 

the Castlefield area and look at the railway viaducts over the canals. We will then make our way to 

Liverpool Road where a scatter lunch stop will be made.  

 After the lunch break, the group will visit MOSI and look at the original L&MR station and get 

a view of the new Ordsall Chord Bridge which has cut off rail access to the Liverpool Road station 

site for the first time in 187 years.  We will then walk around the area to see the new bridge and 

associated works from ground level. The walk will end either at Salford Central station or at 

Deansgate station for convenient onwards transport.   

 

A Brief History of Central Manchester’s Railways 

 

 Manchester, like London and Glasgow, never acquired a “union” station. Even when the 

Liverpool and Manchester Railway (L&MR) arrived in 1830 the central area of Manchester was 

already heavily built-up. As the first arrival this did not matter to the L&MR. One advantage of the 

Liverpool Road site chosen was its proximity to the Bridgewater and Rochdale Canals and the 

Mersey and Irwell Navigation. This gave easy access for the onward transportation of the goods the 

L&MR carried. 

 The second railway to open was the Manchester & Bolton Railway (M&BR) which opened to a 

terminus at New Bailey Street Salford close to the river Irwell on 29 May 1838. This was promoted 

by the Manchester, Bury and Bolton Canal who feared loss of trade from its waterway to the 

railways. The new station was at the end of a viaduct along the bank of the river Irwell.. 

 The third railway to arrive in Manchester, the Manchester & Leeds Railway (M&LR), was on 4 

July 1839. This had its terminus at Oldham Road some considerable distance from the central area 

and from the L&MR. Neither was the Oldham Road station conveniently sited for access to the 

Rochdale Canal. The opening of the entire route to Leeds was delayed by the construction of the 

Summit Tunnel at Littleborough until 1 March 1841. 



 Attention was next turned to obtaining a more direct connection to Manchester from the 

London direction rather than the circuitous route via the Grand Junction used until then. This arrived 

in the form of the Manchester & Birmingham Railway (M&BR) who opened a temporary wooden 

station at Travis Street on 4 June 1840. A line promoted by the Sheffield, Ashton-under-Lyne and 

Manchester Railway (SA&MR) opened on the 17 November 1841 making use of the M&BR station at 

Travis Street. A shared station nearer the town centre initially named Store Street was opened on 

10 May 1842. This was adjacent to the wharfs of the Rochdale and Ashton canals. It was renamed 

London Road in 1847 and Piccadilly on 12 September 1960. As first built, Store Street had only two 

platforms, one for arrivals and one for departures. It was rebuilt in 1862 with separate facilities for 

the two companies. These separate facilities persisted into BR days. London Road was rebuilt in 

1960 and renamed Piccadilly and a further rebuilding in 2002 created the current station.  

 Long before these railways had all been completed the question of the inter-communication 

of these lines within Manchester was raised. Whilst transfer of passengers between Liverpool Road, 

New Bailey Street, Oldham Road and Store Street was difficult enough, the transfer of goods was 

many times worse. The first steps in attempts to remedy this situation came in 1836 when the 

M&LR approached the L&MR with a proposal to build a line from Miles Platting to a station at Hunts 

Bank (later called Victoria). A further connection towards Ordsall Lane would be built by the L&MR. 

Manchester Victoria opened on 1 January 1844. The L&NWR was somewhat tardy and its portion of 

the line was not ready until 4 May 1844 at which point trains from Liverpool and Bolton began to 

use Victoria. The delay was, in part, because the question of creating a central station at Piccadilly 

was being considered at this time. Indeed the L&MR directors were active in promoting a line along 

the south side of Manchester to connect its trains with Store Street. It was only when this could not 

be achieved that they pursued the line to Hunts Bank. Oldham Road and Liverpool Road Stations 

became goods stations. Oldham Road was closed on 7 October 1968 and Liverpool Road closed in 

1975. Liverpool Road has been preserved because of its historic interest and is now used as the 

Manchester Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI).  

 A line from Miles Platting to Ashton opened on 13 April 1846 with the extension to 

Stalybridge opening on 5 October 1846. When the L&NWR Stalybridge to Huddersfield line opened 

in 1849 trains ran from Victoria via Ashton onto that line. 

    A connection to Bury was initiated by the Manchester, Bury & Rossendale Railway, (this 

became the East Lancashire Railway (ELR) in 1845) from a junction with the M&BR at Clifton opened 

on 28 September 1846. At first trains from Bury used Victoria but, following a disagreement with 

the L&NWR after its takeover of the L&MR, services were curtailed to the M&BR station until the 

amalgamation of the ELR with the L&YR in 1859 

 In 1845 the L&MR was absorbed by the Grand Junction Railway (GJR) which in the following 

year amalgamated with the London & Birmingham Railway (L&BR) to form the London & North 

Western Railway (L&NWR). The era of big groupings had begun bringing with it the intense rivalry 

and suspicions between companies of the second half of the 19 th Century.  

 The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway (L&YR) was incorporated on 9 July 1847 and was 

based on the M&LR, the line to Bolton and that to Stalybridge via Ashton. 

 The line along the south side of Manchester materialised in the form of the Manchester South 

Junction & Altrincham Railway (MSJ&AR). This ran from a two platform station adjacent to London 

Road Station on a viaduct which ran along the south side of the town centre with stations at Oxford 

Road and Knott Mill (now Deansgate). Oxford Road, the headquarters of the MSJ&AR, opened on 20 

July 1849. The South Junction sections of the railway from London Road to Oxford Road and from 

Castlefield Junction to Ordsall Lane opened to traffic on 1st August 1849  
  There was a connection to the L&MR Liverpool line at Ordsall Lane where a station, open 

from 1 August 1849 to 4 February 1957. It provided an interchange function between Victoria and 

Piccadilly services which devolved on Salford Crescent but is now superseded by the new line.

 Building of lines connecting Manchester to surrounding towns continued but the basic 

arrangement of stations remained that of 1849. The next major development was the building of 

Central Station. It was built by the Cheshire Lines Committee (CLC) a joint company formed  in 

1866 by the Great Northern Railway (GNR), the MS&LR and the Midland Railway (MR) to operate 

lines in the north west of England.  Central Station opened on 1 July 1880 and enabled the services 

previously operated by the MR and the MS&LR from London Road to be relocated. Central Station is 

sited at the end of a viaduct which crossed Castlefield. Central Station closed on 5 May 1969. Its 

viaduct is now used by Metrolink. The train shed is now used as an exhibition and event centre 

currently under the name of Manchester Central.       

 Victoria Station underwent several phases of expansion as traffic grew. In 1865, four bay 

platforms were built on the eastern side and another was built on the western side. A second 

through platform was built at the northern side, and the station's facilities were expanded by the 

construction of a new east wing of the station building. Two decades later, another bay and five 



through platforms were built. These came into use in 1884. 

 The line from Manchester to Bury via Prestwich opened on 1 September 1879 and initially 

used a station named Ducie Bridge on the north bank of the river Irk. This was absorbed into the 

expanded Victoria in 1884. 

  In 1884 the L&NWR opened its own station, Manchester Exchange, immediately to the west 

and on the opposite side of the river Irwell, and vacated Victoria. Opened on 30 June 1884, the new 

station had five platforms with Nos. 1 and 2 being bays and Nos. 3, 4 and 5 being through ones. 

From 16 April 1929, Exchange had a platform link with the adjacent Victoria, when an eastward 

extension of platform No. 3 over the Irwell bridge was opened, meeting Victoria's platform No. 11. 

This creating Europe's longest platform at 2,238 feet (682 m). Exchange station closed on 5 May 

1969 when services reverted to using Victoria. 

 Expansion of Victoria continued and reached its maximum extent in 1904 when the number 

of platforms reached seventeen. The present station façade, designed by William Dawes, was built 

in 1909. 

 Following the diversion of services away from Victoria in the late 1980s the station was too 

large for the available traffic and the number of platforms was reduced to six as it is at present with 

two east facing bays and four through platforms. Unwanted land was sold off and developed as the 

Manchester Arena. The station gradually became more and more gloomy. However work began on 

its refurbishment of Victoria in Autumn 2013. A new overall roof, replacing the one damaged in 

WWII, was installed by Spring 2015 and the work completed by Autumn 2015. An expanded 

Metrolink station was included in the work. 

 The next development in the area was for a connection to be, called the Windsor Link, 

between Deansgate station and the line to Bolton. This included a new station to be called Salford 

Crescent opened in 11 May 1987. The opening of this line resulted in a major reorganisation of 

services in the area with many trains that had previously used Victoria station being diverted over 

the Windsor Link to run through to stations south of Manchester.  

 The problem of connecting London Road and Victoria stations arose periodically through the 

years. As early as 1839 the problem was recognised and a tunnel connection proposed. The 

different ownership of the two stations until railway nationalisation in 1947 and the heavily built up 

area between the two stations made this difficult. The difference in elevation was also a problem. A 

proposal was made in 1971 under the name Picc – Vic for an underground connection between the 

two stations. The line would have been in twin bore tunnels with electrification at 25 kV. Trains 

would have the tunnels connecting such places as Bury and Bolton with south Manchester, Stockport 

and Alderley Edge. The scheme was abandoned in 1977 as being too expensive. 

 A rail link between Piccadilly and Victoria was finally established by means of the light rail 

Metrolink. The route finally to materialise was to connect the two previously electrified lines from 

Bury to Victoria and the Manchester to Altrincham line by means of a street tramway through the 

city centre with a spur ending at a station in the undercroft of Piccadilly station. Metrolink has since 

expanded to reach Eccles, Oldham, Rochdale, East Didsbury, Ashton and Manchester Airport via 

Wythenshawe. A second line across the city centre has also opened. Further expansion to the 

Trafford Centre is in progress. 

 Mayfield station was opened on 8 August 1910 by the L&NWR. It was built alongside London 

Road station and connected to it by a high level footbridge. It was used to handle the increased 

number of trains and passengers following the opening of the Styal Line in 1909. It continued in use 

for passengers until it closed on 28 August 1960. The site was converted into a parcels depot which 

opened on 6 July 1970. It was used mainly by the Post Office but abandoned in 1986. The tracks 

were removed in 1989. Since closure it has been damaged by fire and is derelict though there are 

proposals for commercial development.  

 The latest development of the inner Manchester railway system has come in the form of the 

Ordsall Chord or Ordsall Curve. The line links the former MS&AJR line from Piccadilly to Victoria over 

a new bridge across both the river Irwell and the ring road. This allows for the first time, a direct 

heavy rail connection between Victoria and Piccadilly stations. Widening of the viaduct into Victoria 

has almost totally removed the last traces of the former Exchange station.  Initially proposed in the 

1970s the idea was abandoned by 1985. It was revived by Network Rail in 2005 and received 

funding in 2011. Finally approved in 2015 construction of the £85 million project began at the end 

of 2015. The project was not without controversy, principally over the cutting of the rail connection 

into the former Liverpool Road station (now MOSI) and the bridging of the new line over the original 

1830 L&MR bridge across the river Irwell.   

 The new link opened on 10 December 2017 with an initial service provided by extending 

some Leeds to Victoria via Rochdale trains to terminate at Oxford Road. The future intention is said 

to be to extend services to Manchester Airport. A general reorganisation of services should see a 



reduction of trains into Piccadilly which is currently over used. The electrification of the Victoria to 

Stalybridge route will see faster trains from Liverpool to Leeds and the north east removing some 

traffic from Piccadilly. Part of the scheme was to provide extra platforms at Piccadilly for the lines 

through Oxford Road but these have yet to materialise. 

 Passenger stations are only part of this picture. Manchester was a very busy commercial 

centre with major textile and engineering industries. As such, from the beginning, the railway 

companies were anxious to obtain the custom of traders, merchants and manufacturers. They did 

this by providing goods stations with facilities for the collection, storage and distribution of a wide 

variety of goods.  

 The early conversion of the original termini of the L&MR and the M&LR at Liverpool Road and 

Oldham Road has already been noted. Stations such as London Road (L&NWR and MS&LR) and 

Central (CLC and MR) were built with integral goods stations which were later expanded. Besides 

these principle goods stations there were many coal and mineral yards and other goods sidings 

around the area.  

 Ancoats Goods station (MR) was used solely for goods traffic. It was built on land alongside 

Great Ancoats Street and was opened on 8 May 1871. It was accessed by a branch off the MS&LR 

Sheffield line. There were also adjacent substantial coal and mineral yards. The station closed on 17 

July 1972 and the site is now occupied by a Parcelforce depot. 

 For a number of years the GNR ran an express service from Central Station to King’s Cross in 

competition with the Great Central (GCR) which the MS&LR had become on 1 August 1897. It also 

set out to carry as much Manchester goods traffic as possible. To this end it spent a reputed £1 

million on a large goods station at Deansgate opened on 1 July 1898. Goods were delivered and 

despatched from the warehouse by rail at both ground and viaduct levels. Road transport had 

access at both ground and first floor levels. A tunnel in the basement provided access to the 

Manchester & Salford Junction Canal. 

 The goods station closed in 1983 and has now been converted for leisure use. The main 

warehouse remains but the twin deck goods yard was removed and has been built over. The former 

bridge across Deansgate has been demolished but the viaduct over the Castlefield canal basin 

remains but is disused. 

 

Frank Shackleton        2 February 2018 
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