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Fazakerley Junction and North Mersey  Branch 

Not to be confused with the nearby Fazakerley Junctions of the Cheshire Lines Railway, this line 
opened 1867 from Fazakerley Junction on the Liverpool and Bury/Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railways to the North Mersey Goods Station, Bootle Docks. Gladstone Docks were opened between 
1913 and 1927. Connections with this line were made at Aintree with the Liverpool-Preston line, and 
at Litherland with the Liverpool-Southport line, so passenger trains ran from Liverpool Exchange to 
Aintree via Linacre Road, L&Y electrics, from 1906 to 1951. Freight from and to the docks was the 
reason for this line, with the vast Aintree Sorting Sidings, and later  the  vast Fazakerley West and 
East Sidings either side of Fazakerley Junction. Also through freight trains such as the Healey Mills 
to Sandhills  coal trains (via Copy Pit and Blackburn) and return empties went this way, on the 
Aintree North Curve then the Seaforth Connecting Line, to the Sandhills High Level Goods/Coal 
branch on the North Docks, presumably to avoid the passenger trains on the  direct Aintree to  
Liverpool line. 

Today's Walk 
We follow the "mothballed" passenger train section, from Bootle to Aintree (as near as possible), 
now a single track and barely visible in places through vegetation. The lines from Liverpool 
Exchange to b yond Seaforth were quadruple or more, labelled "East Lines" and "West Lines" 
rather than the more common "Fast" and "Slow" lines. We start from Bootle New Strand station, 
formerly Marsh Lane & Strand Road. Before the New Strand shopping centre was built the main 
station was plain "Bootle", opposite Bootle-cum - Linacre Town Hall et al...... Now it's called Bootle 
Oriel Road. 
Whilst on the north-bound platform at New St rand stat ion we may, through the fencing and jungle, 
see the up and down West Lines platforms, long dis-used, with the  mothballed  single  line  to 
Aintree, which we are to follow. Leaving the station we will go underneath, as if floating in mid-air 
above the former Midland Goods branch to Langton Dock. Then through new housing and under 
Marsh Lane bridge A5098. Here we can confirm there were quadruple tracks above, also the 
bricked-up entrance to the station island platform. Behind St James’ church was the local coal yard, 
with 10 or 11 sidings. 
The next under-bridge, Knowsley Road A566, had 5 tracks above, up and down East and West lines 
plus the siding from the coal yard. Here is Marsh Lane Junction (shown as Knowsley Road Jen on 
some maps), the bifurcation of the "Seaforth Connecting Line" which we will follow.  A path follows 
the line, curving up on the embankment and over the (once) 4-track Southport lines, then we admire 
the big skew arch over Violet Road. Crossing the road we follow the Southport line a few yards. On 
our right are the remains of the North Mersey embankment which crossed the (4-track) Southport 
lines on our left (bridge demolished) then it followed the Rimrose Brook down to Rimrose Bridge over 
the A565, now all housing, no trace, only a few imitation arches  in  the  garden  walls. The North 
Mersey line went on along embankments and viaducts, alongside Regent Road to their goods station 
and Gladstone Docks. Parallel to this line, for ¼ mile from Rimrose Bridge was the Liverpool 
Overhead Railway extension from Seaforth Sands up to Seaforth & Litherland station, on the 
Southport line, with a connection from the LORly to the L&Y mid-way. 

Now we climb the embankment to the site of North Mersey Branch Junction, where the curve we've 

followed from Bootle joins. A gate in the fence should give us some view. Next it's round the houses 

to A567 Linacre Road. By the over-bridge a path across led to the station, (1907-1951) with a 

subway to the other platform. The site is not accessible, but the road bridge has been renewed, 

possibly with platform space above. It has been suggested more than once to re-open this line for 

passenger trains, indeed that's why it's mothballed and protected. Next it's over the Leeds & 

Liverpool Canal by the Red Lion pub but it may be quicker at the Tesco cafe across.  

 



After lunch we can see the North Mersey line crossing the canal but it's hardly worth the walk 

along the towpath and back. There is no short cut. Tesco is on the site of a tar distillery, and 

across the  line  were the  Rubber works. From the canal bridge, Litherland sidings were on both 
sides of the railway to just beyond Hawthorne Road bridge, A5090, but vegetation obscures views 
here. Next bridge, Orrell Road, has an adjacent footbridge, so we can view the line and the bridge 
itself. Then it's past St. Robert's church to Kirkstone Road bridge. Here, in the "afforested" cutting, 
were the bufferstops of West End sidings, 10 tracks, being the Departure Sidings from Aintree 
Sorting Sidings West. A short walk to Netherton Way, A5038,  where  the  multiple  spans  of  the 
bridge separated the  West End Departure sidings from the  Aintree Sorting Sidings West, 36 lines,  
but all now an industrial car park. A subway goes under the road by the railway. Here, on the east 
side of the bridge, was Ford station, though about 1½ miles from the "village". 

Ford is perhaps best known for its cemetery, Liverpool Cemetery. The "village" was part of Litherland   

UDC up  to  1974, now  an area/ward in  the  borough  of Sefton. Population (2011) was 13,000. The 

"village" lies above the bend in the L&L canal, over-looking the Rimrose Valley Country Park. 

Nothing remains of Ford station. The "running" line is on the north side of all the lines that were here, 

but heavily overgrown. 

The next stretch to walk is the longest, nearly one mile. There is no public access to anywhere near 
Aintree Sorting Sidings East, which had 24 lines. From the modern OS map it appears to be all 
industrial units. So, leaving the "Aintree Iron", it's on past Victoria Park and along Bull Lane. At the 
end we cross the CLC line on a high 3-arch viaduct, and then follow the Trans Pennine Trail. Soon 
we can peep, or venture, down the deep CLC cutting and see the flooded tunnels going underneath 
our North Mersey Branch high above. (As usual with the CLC around here, duplicated tunnels and 
bridges were often built, but never used........, but this is  not  today's  agenda!).  Also  here was  a 
cinder track leading under the  North Mersey line to  Aintree loco shed, 27B, built 1886, (to replace  
an earlier loco shed at Fazakerley Junction), closed 1967 but only demolished 1996, now all behind 
security fencing. Returning to the TP trail we cross the L&Y Ormskirk (direct) lines, then cross above 
the A59 road, Warbreck Moor. Before leaving here there is not much to see but lots of history! 
Aintree Racecourse station, 1890-1962, stretched from this bridge to the next, Greenwich Road, 
about 1/3 mile. As the lines were on embankments there  was no room for platforms, so, since it was 
only used one day a year (the Grand National), and a Saturday at that, the "up line" (eastbound) was 
used as a platform for the day, and all trains ran on the "down line". For the passengers the "up line" 
was raised on timbers and covered with ashes to rail level. Normal day’s trains would run along the 
platform! Two zig-zag ramps were provided each side of the road bridge for quick exits, and can still 
be recognised. When unloaded the trains went into Aintree Sorting Sidings till returning. Many were 
double-headed, for the climb up from Wigan Wallgate or Westwood Park to Pemberton and Orrell 
Tunnel. Several photos are shown on the internet, such as an LMS 2P 4-4-0 piloting an LNER B1 
.......!, ready for return. 
Now we leave by the recent steps down to Warbreck Moor and a short walk to Aintree (Sefton 
Arms) station. Before dashing for the train (they run every 15 minutes) take a look from the road 
bridge, seeing the Aintree North Curve coming down from the North Mersey at Sefton Junction. 
This curve was quadruple tracks, the two centre lines each had a loop line on the curve. (A few 
yards along the road was Aintree Central station (CLC) but the land is all re-claimed). Then from 
our station footbridge see the two overgrown racecourse platforms which had 3 tracks between 
them (the middle track to relieve locos). The one single line is still intact. 
Addendum 

Beyond the Racecourse Station is a clear path along the course of the Fazakerley & North Mersey 
line for 2 miles, passing the sites of the Signal Works, L&Y Carriage and Wagon works, the original 
loco shed (before 27B), then the vast Fazakerley Sidings both West  and  East  of  Fazakerley 
Junction. But, none of this remains, now new housing, wasteland, and woodland. The only points of 
interest are the two high bridges over Wango Lane, and the River Alt. Both have been widened to 
carry the arrival and departure lines from Fazakerley Sidings East. 

 
B Parkinson  
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Supplement to walk notes 

 
 
Marsh Lane and Strand Road Station 
Marsh Lane and Strand Road station was opened on 11th April 1886. On 19 May 1941 it was unexpectedly closed due 
to enemy action (presumably bomb damage).  It re-opened on 12 July 1943.  On 6 March 1967 it was renamed to its 
present title - Bootle New Strand. 
  
Bootle Oriel Road – according to the record in Clinkers Railway Passenger Stations of Great Britain the words “Oriel 
Road” were added to the “Bootle” station name on 2 June 1924.  
 
Correction – In the Notes 3rd paragraph, last sentence.  The name of the Church in front of the former coal yard is St 
James’ (not St Peters).  
St James’ Church - Bootle 
A Roman Catholic church, built between 1884 and 1886.  It is built in sandstone with a slate roof, and consists of a 
nave with a clerestory, north and south aisles, a chancel with north and south chapels, and a southwest tower.  The 
tower contains a porch, it is square at the bottom, and has an octagonal top stage with octagonal pinnacles, gargoyles 
and an embattled parapet.  
 
Leeds & Liverpool Canal  
Litherland Bridge 
The road originally crossed the canal here by means of a swing bridge. This was later replaced with a lift bridge that 
had a deck that remained horizontal as it was lifted by cables. This was demolished and the road now crosses on a 
modern bridge built at a higher level.  
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