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Hazelhurst Junction. (Source: http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk). 

History: The Early Years (1778-1801) 

The Caldon Canal (or, more correctly, the Caldon Branch of the Trent & Mersey Canal) opened in December 1778, 

running from a junction with the summit level of the T&M main line (opened 1775) at Etruria top lock to Froghall 

(Old Wharf) where it served the quarries at Caldon Low. The distance from Etruria to Froghall by canal is 17 miles (in 

a straight west-east line it is less than 10 miles) and required 17 locks. Its summit level (reached at Stockton Brook) is 

484ft above sea level and 76ft above the summit level of the T&M Canal. It was extended to a new wharf in 1785. 

There had been proposals in the early 1770’s to build a canal from the T&M summit level to Leek, including one 

using tub-boats and inclined planes, but no Acts were obtained. The Act for the Caldon Canal was obtained in 1776 

following contracts being arranged with the owners of the quarries in the Caldon Low area (to the east of Froghall).  

As with many canals water supply was a constant problem and this was the case at the T&M summit level in the 

Harecastle area. Water from the upper tributaries of the River Trent flowed into the Norton Green Branch (opened 

1778) and the River Churnet flowed into the Caldon Canal below Cheddleton, but both the branch canal and the river 

are below the summit level. Only water from the Norton Green Branch flowed into the T&M. Prior to the opening of 

Stanley Reservoir some 8 years after the canal, streams in the Endon and Stanley Moor area were the sources of 

water at the summit level of the Caldon Canal.  

One obvious site for an additional reservoir supplying water at the summit level was Rudyard Vale to the north of 

Leek. The “commercially-minded” of Leek had been lobbying for a canal link to the town for several years, even 

before the Caldon Canal was built. There were a number of proposals including those from the T&M (essentially to 

obtain a supply of water for their main line) and the Peak Forest Canal. The latter proposed a canal from Marple to 

Leek and then on to the Caldon. This was at a time when the Peak Forest was financing the completion of the locks 

at Marple. At the second attempt, the T&M obtained an Act to build the reservoir at Rudyard but on condition that a 

canal was built from Leek to the Caldon Canal to the southwest of Leek. By 1801, Leek had its canal (with one tunnel 

and 3 aqueducts) and the T&M had its reservoir. The feeder into Rudyard is a conduit from the River Dane. The 

feeder from Rudyard runs into the Leek Branch at the point where an aqueduct carried the canal over the River 

Churnet. Today, this is the terminus of the Leek Branch: the canal north of the aqueduct to Leek Wharf being 

obliterated by an industrial estate. Up to the time of the opening of the Leek Branch, the alignment of the Caldon 

Canal between Park Lane, Endon Bank (current bridge #31) and Hazelhurst (current bridge #37) was a little to the 

north of the canal as it is today. At this point changes were made to the alignment of the main line. 

The Caldon Canal: Dates & Other Statistics 

Opened: 1778 (Etruria to Froghall; 17 miles, 17 locks) 

Branches: Leek (1801; 3 miles) 

                   Uttoxeter (1811; 17 miles) 

                   Foxley (1820; extended 1850; c800 yds.) 

                   Norton Green (1778; c400 yds.) 

                   Endon Basin (1917; c200yds.) 

Reservoirs: Stanley (1786; 22m ft3) 

                     Rudyard (1799; 122m ft3) 

                     Knypersley (1783 & 1827; 41m ft3) 

Tunnels: Froghall Tunnel (1785; 76 yds) 

                Leek Tunnel (1801;130yds) 

Summit Level: 484ft above sea level 

                          76ft above T&M summit level 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

These notes are intended for use by those joining the walk on 28th September 2017, and for RCHS members at other times 

http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk/


Changes in Canals Near Hazelhurst  

         
Source: Canals of North Staffordshire (Richard Dean) 
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History: 1801 – 1841 (focus on the Hazelhurst area) 

In order to supply water from Rudyard Reservoir to the summit level of the Caldon Canal, the Leek Branch level was 

continued to Park Lane, Endon: a little over 4 miles distant from Leek Wharf. The 1778 canal between Park Lane 

locks (up to this point this was the eastern end of the summit level) and the Mill at Denford was abandoned and a 

link from the main line to the new canal from Leek to was made with a staircase of three locks. The remains of this 

staircase can be seen to the side of the house to the west of the aqueduct. (At this time the aqueduct did not exist 

and the canal was carried on an embankment). John Rennie was consultant engineer to the Leek Branch Canal, with 

the original plans having been drawn up by Hugh Henshall. It was the latter who proposed the staircase and, 

although Rennie advised otherwise, the plan was implemented. The locks proved to be an increasing bottleneck for 

the next 40 years. Other than as a supply of water, the Leek Branch was not a commercial success. 

History: 1841 onwards 

The advice given by Rennie was finally implemented in 1841. This involved building a short length of canal from a 

new junction, near to Hollinhurst but named Hazelhurst Junction, and lowering the level of the canal through three 

new locks to meet a re-instated section of the 1778 canal immediately after Hazelhurst bottom lock. Old OS maps 

show the line of the 1778 canal being used as a feeder at this point. However it is very difficult to see much evidence 

of the early alignment to the west of the 1841 locks. These changes also meant the obstruction formed by the 

embankment of the Leek Branch had to be overcome – hence the 1841 aqueduct. 

  

 

    

 

Leek Tunnel. (Source: http://www.jim-shead.com) Hazelhurst Aqueduct looking east. 

(Source:http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk)

. 

Hazelhurst junction. The main line (to left) continues down 

three locks and on to Froghall. The canal going off to the right  

is the Leek Branch. (Source: http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk). 

). 

 Hollybush Inn, Denford. (Source: http://www.jim-shead.com) 

http://www.jim-shead.com/
http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk/
http://beefur.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.jim-shead.com/


 
 

 

“All these changes mean that you can find yourself going round in a circle - which is not always a bad thing as we 

realised on our way back from Froghall. We arrived at the Holly Bush pub by the Hazelhurst Aqueduct too early to 

stop there for lunch but as we were planning to go up the Leek Branch we went up the three Hazelhurst Locks, turned 

at the junction onto the Leek Branch and moored immediately after crossing Hazelhurst Aqueduct. It was then just 

the right time to walk down the steps for lunch at the Holly Bush below.” Jim Shead 
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Cheddleton Flint Mill – (photo c.1960-70) 

The earliest reference to milling at Cheddleton dates 

back to 1253. The northern mill (left) was built 

specifically to grind flint for the ceramic industry in the 

Potteries in about 1760. The southern mill began life as 

a corn mill and was adapted to grind flint at about the 

same time. There are two breast-shot water wheels 

powered by the River Churnet: the southern wheel is 

20 feet 5 inches (6.2 metres) in diameter; the northern 

wheel is 22 feet (6.7 metres) in diameter. There are 

also calcining kilns and a drying kiln. The mill continued 

in use until 1963. (Source: Staffordshire Past Track) 

 

Source: Adapted from Canals of North Staffordshire (Richard Dean) 

With apologies for errors which are solely my responsibility. Roger Brice, 21st September 2017. 


