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Fifty Years since the Closure of Weymann’s Ltd. 

By John H Davies 

Charles Terres Weymann (CTW) was born in 1889 to an American father and French mother 

on the island of Haiti, he was then brought up in France. He made his name by entering the 

1911 Daily Mail Round Britain Air Race, pitched against the likes of W. F. Cody (Buffalo 

Bill).In 1913 he won the Gordon Bennett Air Race and competed in the Schneider Trophy in 

Monaco, piloting a Nieuport Monoplane. 

Following active service in the Great War, CTW put his engineering skills to use and in 1921 

launched his flexible timber framed fabric covered car body at the 1921 Paris Motor Show. In 

the following year he opened his first automobile component factory. He also licenced his 

flexible body construction, permitting other manufacturers to build to his design. 

 

This imposing Sunbeam 25hp sports limousine was a Weymann’s exhibit on their stand at the 1930 Motor Show. 

It was commissioned by dealer Pass & Joyce and given body number 1173-ML and Job No.820. (photograph 

courtesy of Martin Chisholm Colletors Cars Ltd.) 

His success allowed him to open a component factory in London and then to purchase the 

coachbuilders Cunard Motor and Carriage Company based in Putney. In order to provide 

capital a new company Weymann’s Motor Bodies (1925) Ltd. was set up. 
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In October 1926 the Company announced that Rootes Ltd., Devonshire House, London were 

to be sole distributors for Weymann bodies in the UK and Irish Free State. By then many 

overseas and British car chassis including Sunbeam were receiving Weymann’s bodies. 

CTW then opened a factory in America mainly bodying Stutz chassis but it was not a great 

success as by now the Americans wanted gloss paintwork, which was not possible with fabric 

covering. 

In 1928 Weymann purchased the former Bleriot factory in Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey. 

By now CTW had formed close friendships with Louis Coatalen and Sir Henry Segrave of the 

Sunbeam Darracq works team and both were appointed Weymann’s directors. Sir Henry’s 

death on Lake Windermere in 1930 whilst trying to improve his water speed record was a 

personal and financial blow to Weymann. 

In the UK interest in fabric bodies was also dwindling in favour of aluminium or steel 

panelling also with a gloss paint finish. At this time Weymann produced vehicles with metal 

panels below the waist with fabric covering for the roof and pillars. 

1929 saw the start of the building of single deck wood and fabric flexible bus bodies and by 

1932 had built their first bus for London General on an AEC Regal chassis. The change to 

commercial vehicle bodywork was a direct result of declining interest in car work. The 

introduction of composite bodies allowed the building of both single and double vehicles. 

 

A luxurious normal control AEC Ranger bodied by Weymann’s for Gray Line, Canada. 

1932 finally saw the end of car production and CTW resigned from the board of directors. It 

is also recorded he never visited the Addlestone factory, alternatively spending his time when 

in the UK at the company’s London office. 
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Later the same year another company was formed, namely Metropolitan Cammell Weymann 

Motor Bodies Ltd. (MCW). This still left Weymann as a separately funded company. 

Vickers owned Metropolitan Carriage, Waggon and Finance Company based in Birmingham 

which it bought from Bernard Docker (of Dockers paints, BSA and Daimler fame). Vickers of 

Crayford had been launched in 1928. Due to the economic decline, it had been necessary to 

form the company jointly with Cammell Laird. The end result was the closure of the Crayford 

factory. The combined engineering skills of both companies led to the first all metal framed 

Weymann bus. 

 

A Weymann’s craftsman assembles an LTC class coach body on an AEC Renown 6 wheel chassis in 1937. The 

LTC private hire fleet coaches were the first London Transport vehicles fitted with radios for passengers’ 

entertainment. 

From then on the MCW business grew and the factory continued to innovate in design and 

was renowned for its overall quality and standards. By the end of the 1930s all metal 

construction had taken over fully from Composite (wood and metal framing). 

During World War Two Weymann’s produced over 1,500 utility bus bodies nearly 9,000 

military vehicle bodies of different types together with tank transporters and armoured 

vehicles. Bomb damaged buses were also regularly seen at the factory for repair. 
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An impressive half- tracked AEC Matador British Army truck with Weymann bodywork 

In 1945 London Transport awarded the contract to build RT bodies to Park Royal and 

Weymann’s. To meet the additional demand from its growing order book, a second factory 

was opened up close-by on the Weybridge Trading Estate, known as J Building. 

 

A postcard view of the Weymann’s Factory sited in Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey. 

1947 saw production peak with 972 bodies produced by the 1,500 employees. During 1948 in 

conjunction with Leyland the Olympic single deck bus was designed and first produced. 

Featuring integral construction (no separate chassis) underfloor mounted engine it proved 

popular with overseas operators. By the time production finished in 1971 over 3,500 vehicles 

had been produced jointly by MCW and Weymann’s. 
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1950 saw the production of the first batch of 20 RLH lowbridge double decks on AEC Regent 

111 chassis for London Transport. These bodies were based on the Weymann standard 

lowbridge body then being produced for provincial operators. A second batch of 56 vehicles 

followed in 1952. 

 

An AEC Regent III bodied by Weymann for Morecombe and Heysham Corporation 

By the end of 1953 the RT body production had finished and J Building was closed. In total 

Weymann’s had produced over two thousand RT bodies. 

In addition to bus bodies, between 1954 and 1955 the main factory produced 200 Green 

Goddess fire engines on Bedford chassis. 

A Leyland engine powered RML3 prototype, the sole Routemaster produced by Weymann’s, 

delivered in July 1957 to London Transport.  

The late 1950s and right up to the closure provided welcome work in the form of one man 

double deck bodies mounted on Leyland Atlantean and Daimler Fleetline chassis. 

1958 saw the first bodies built on Beardmore taxi chassis and production which continued on 

and off until 1965.  

On the night of 4
th

 July 1961 a major fire swept through a third of the factory which resulted 

in a major reduction in production and vehicles destroyed. It started as a result of a pitch 

boiler, which was being used as part of a new venture in boat building, overheating. 

During the early 1960s Weymann’s had made a couple of attempts in breaking into the luxury 

coach market, unfortunately without much success. 
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In June 1963 United Molasses who had substantial money tied up in Weymann’s since 

August 1942 sold out to MCW. 

1963 was a good year for orders for both Weymann and MCW. One of those, a batch of 

Olympics bound for Cuba, hit the headlines as a result of the ship carrying some of them 

colliding with another in dense fog in the Thames. A number of vehicles were salvaged and 

rebuilt, some for non- passenger carrying purposes. 

1964 saw a very poor order book and together with the strike which lasted from March to 

August sounded the end for Weymann’s. 

A business rebound in 1965 resulted from substantial orders by BET companies for single 

deck buses and semi coaches. 

On Sunday 30
th

 January 1966 the last completed vehicle a Leyland Leopard single deck left 

the factory.  A number of other vehicles were moved to MCW for completion together with 

outstanding orders. With the exception of the Drawing Office, which carried on in separate 

offices in Frimley for a year or so, Weymann’s was no more. 

Throughout the time Weymann’s was in existence the company relied heavily on the loyalty 

of its workforce. Personalities were a part of the company, whether it was CTW and Sir 

Henry in its early days or, in later years, many people-minded managers and directors. 

Working there was like being part of a caring family – I know, having started there at the end 

of 1962 on leaving school. 
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